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From the President… 
 
 

Happy New year to the Waltham Youth Hockey family!  I hope you 
all had a wonderful holiday season.  It feels like hockey just began, 
yet it is almost half over already.  Our Waltham teams continue to 
perform well and make me proud, and I trust this will continue in to 
the new year, and second part of the season. 
 

Just before Christmas, we were thrilled to host our third annual 
Holiday Party at the rink. It has really become quite the tradition that 
many people told me they look forward to, which makes me happy, as 
it is a big undertaking for all the volunteers who help make the party 
possible.  We were fortunate again to benefit from the help of our 
many volunteers, cooks, team managers, rink staff, board members, 
and you…the parents who brought raffle donations, baked goods, and 
most importantly, your children!  It was a great night to put the 
pressure of games, travel and the holidays aside, and just enjoy a nice 
time with friends and family.  Thank you to everyone who came out!  
I also need to acknowledge the following people and businesses for 
their very generous contributions to our raffle: 
 
Roupen Sarkissian 
Tracy Cohen  
The Seifert Family 
The Clark Family 
Steve Fucci 
Massage Envy 
Moe’s Southwest Grill 
Margaritas 
Sevan Gebeyan 
Watch City Brewery 
Sabatino’s Restaurant 
Chipotle Mexican Grill 
Charcoal Guido’s 
Donohue’s Bar and Grill 
 
Thank you for making this one of the best raffles ever!  Once again, 
best wishes for the new year.  Let’s make 2014 a great one for WYH! 
 

-Mark Hickey 
 

 
Fundraising Calendar Info 
 

Make sure to continuously check the website for the 
daily calendar winners.  We send an email once we 
have a week or so of winners, but we also announce 
the daily winner on the website.  Wondering if you 
won?  Log on and find out!  Good luck! 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                                      

March 20, 2014 
 
10k Raffle Night 
American Legion Hall in Waltham 

 
Teambuilding:  Mite Elite Plays at Frozen 
Fenway and Pee Wee A3 Plays at Northeastern  
  
The Waltham Mite Elite Team was lucky enough to 
be selected by Mass Hockey to participate in an 
ADM cross-ice jamboree at this year's Frozen 
Fenway event.  15 players participated in a series of 
three cross ice games on the Fenway ice.  It was a 
great day and one that they will never forget! 
 

 
The Waltham Pee Wee A3 team coached by Gino 
Tracanna visited Northeastern University a few 
weeks back as part of an on & off ice team building 
night out.  The team played between periods of the 
Northeastern game, got a behind the scenes locker 
room tour and met Northeastern head coach Jim 
Madigan.  A fun time was had by all! 
 

Has your team participated in an on or off ice 
teambuilding activity that you would like to share 
with us?  If so, please email details to 
kwalsh@lexpartners.com with a photo! 
 

mailto:kwalsh@lexpartners.com


 

10K Raffle Pre-Sale! 
 

There will be a special 
10K raffle pre-sale for 
anyone who would like 

to purchase a specific number in the 10k raffle 
being held at the American Legion Hall on 
March 20th.  Tickets are $100 and only 300 
will be sold.  Your ticket allows two people to 
attend, and includes food, open bar, and a 
chance to win $10,000.  Please email Tom 
Bourque bourquet@doversherborn.org if you 
would like to reserve a specific number (1-
300).  The pre-sale will end on January 31st. 
After that date, all remaining tickets will be 
released to the public, so get your ticket(s) 
now!  Also, if you are interested in serving on 
the 10K committee, please let Tom know!  
 
Tournament Roundup 
 
Over the past few months, several of our teams have 
participated in some fantastic tournaments both near 
and far.  Teams have visited places like Stowe – VT, Jay 
Peak – VT, Quebec City – QC, and while maybe not as 
exciting destinations as the others…Natick and 
Arlington, MA (which both were won by Waltham!) 
 

 
 

Above:  Waltham PeeWee A1 took home the Bronze Medal at the 
Quebec Cup hockey tournament in Quebec City.  Below:  PeeWee 
AA1 takes home the Arlington & Natick titles.  Congratulations! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Waltham Youth Hockey is currently taking 
nominations for the 2014-2015 Board of Directors. 
If you are interested in running for a position on 
the board, please submit your intent to run to 
either Mark Hickey markhickey1@aol.com or Lisa 
Marie Wise wyhbilling@gmail.com by Friday, 
February 4, 2014.  The elections will be held at 
the rink on Tuesday, March 4, 2014. 
 
And speaking of boards… 
This year, Waltham Youth Hockey was fortunate enough to 

get new boards for our in-house mites program.  The 

boards help players to participate in cross ice hockey, in 

accordance with the USA Hockey ADM model.  Some 

interesting facts:  They consist of nine straight pieces, 

weighing 87 pounds each, four curved pieces, weighing 32 

pounds each, and two special locks, weighing in at 41 

pounds each.  It takes three people a total of just seven 

minutes to put them up.  Remarkable! 

 
Just What Exactly are “Playdowns”?   
 
We hear this question a lot at WYH, so we thought we would 
take the time to explain. During the months of November & 
March each year, Massachusetts Hockey conducts State 
Tournaments at each level (classifications below).  Mass 
Hockey breaks the state in to ten districts.  Waltham, Arlington, 
Belmont, Billerica, Burlington, Chelmsford, Lexington/Bedford, 
Newton, Watertown, Winchester and Woburn are District 9. 
 
Playdown is the term all districts in Mass Hockey use to 
describe the format used to determine District Champions. 
District 9 gives us a bracket, setting up a single elimination 
tournament, spread over a few weeks. If you lose, you are 
eliminated, if you win, you move on. How many playdown 
games your team plays in is a function of winning and how 
many teams from other programs in our district choose to 
participate.    WYH teams compete in the following Tiers in 
regards to Playdowns and State Tournaments. There are no 
Mite Playdowns or State Championships. 
 
Tier II – all of our 1 teams  (Ban AAA/PW AAA/Sq AAA) - 
Playdowns held Jan-Feb 
Tier III – all of our 2 teams (Ban AA/PW A1/Sq AA1) -- 
Playdowns held Jan-Feb 
Tier IV  – all of our 3 teams (Ban A/PW A2/Sq AA2) -- 
Playdowns held Jan-Feb 
Tier V – all of teams below the 3rd team. (PW A3/PW A4/PW 
A5/Sq A1/Sq A2/Sq A3) 

The State does not have a Tier V Championship, so the District 
9 Tier V winner is entered in Tier IV playdowns (held in 
December).  The girl’s teams have no Tiers, it is just U10 and 
U12. The Midgets have a classification of: 

Tier II    Midget 1 team 
Tier II Small Midget 2 team 
Tier III  Midget 3 team 

State Tournament- each District/Playdown Champion is invited 
to the Mass State tournament. Often times the runner-up from 
our District will also be invited, due to the fact that we are a 
large group. State Tournaments for all levels (Squirt-Bantam) 
are held in March while Midget/U19 are held in November.  
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